
 

New England Chapter APWA 
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting – January 21, 2015 

O’Connor’s Restaurant, Worcester, MA 
 
1. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by President Merson.  Roll was called.  See attached 
spreadsheet for attendance. 
 
2. Concerns, etc. – Merson asked if anyone had any concerns, questions or comments regarding anything 
attached to the meeting package.  None. 
 
3. Consent Agenda 
 
a. Approval of minutes – The December 8, 2014 minutes were reviewed/no corrections made. 
 
b. Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Connors circulated a report summarizing income and expenses from 
November 5, 2014 to December 8, 2014.  She mentioned that she had sent out invoices for monies owed 
and was looking forward to a meeting with the Finance Committee. 
 
c. Delegates report – No Report 
 
d. Board Members Report – Stinson reminded attendees for the 2015 Leadership Training from 
February 26th -27th should arrive the night before on Wednesday, February 25th.  A Region I dinner will 
take place on the 25th.   Connors asked if this was a Chapter expense and Stinson said no, each member 
was on their own.  He mentioned the Council of Chapter Meeting scheduled for Friday and invited the 
members to attend.  He continued talking about the By-Law changes and the Financial Reporting which 
absolutely needs to be in on time in order to receive Chapter 4th quarter rebates.  Connors said the NEC 
report was mailed USPS Overnight.  He said anyone interested in signing up for a Nat’l Committee 
should let him know asap, as he needs to notify National by February.  Schoenenberger mentioned this 
was her last year on the Diversity Committee and encouraged members to sign up as it had a strong bond 
with the YP’s.  Connors said it was her last year on the Awards Committee and also encouraged members 
to sign up.  It was a great committee and she was happy to have been a part of it.  It was a learning 
process. 
 
e. Spring Conference – Webb reported the Marriott in Windsor, CT would once again host the Spring 
Conference on April 14, 2015.  The next Committee meeting was scheduled for January 27th, he was 
working with Goober on the presentations and wanted to make a motion to keep the ticket price at $80.00.  
The room rate for those wanting to stay the night would be $172.95 and be sure to mention the NEC.  Past 
Co-Chair Nicolle has moved to CA so Tom Roy has stepped up as Co-Chair of this event. 
 
f. Spring Mechanics – Connors remarked for Collins that the Spring Mechanics would be held at the 
Natick DPW during the April School Vacation Week.  He was also considering holding a Mechanics 
Workshop at the Summer Conference in June. 
 
g. Education – Goober reported his Committee had received 25 abstracts and he would be holding a 
meeting the first week of February.  He also received four speakers for non-traditional subjects and 
reiterated that he would welcome more non-conventional speakers. 
 
h. Awards – In Benevento’s absence Merson reported that a meeting had been held, including a 
conference call the day before (Jan. 20th) for one and one half hours.  There was brainstorming and 
examining of the award categories.  Specialty areas and individuals were discussed and it was 
recommended that a blast be sent to the full membership for certain categories.  Numerous projects were 
identified and Perry asked when the projects needed to be completed.  Completion by 2014 or when the 
award was presented.  Merson said it is within the last 24 months.  Snow and Ice is due February 2 and all 
others by March 2, 2015. 
 



 

i. Scholarships - No report 
 
j. Membership – No formal report, but Webb mentioned he would like to see more municipal and/or 
consultant members.  
 
k. Sponsors – Yanulis has been unsuccessful in communicating and holding a meeting with Daring.  
They have spoken and hope to set up a meeting for the 2nd week of February.  Daring said all levels have 
a link and GOLD gets to be on the Chapter Web Page.  Mary Barry was handling and they would reach 
out to see if she was still interested.  Merson said he had expanded the Committee and had reached out to 
contracting fields as well as consultants of which he received two back.  Marino is on committee and He 
had reached out to C.N. Wood for assistance as well.   
 
l. Newsletter – No report 
 
m. Technical Committee Liaison – No report from Committee.  Latest Transportation info from 
National was shared with the EC Board by Riccio. 
 
n. Summer Conference – Merson said a “Save the Date” was prepared and Perry suggested getting the 
date and location out there as early as possible.  McNeil agreed especially with the change in date and 
location.  When asked, Merson said the dates were June 10-12, and there was talk about using more of the 
facility including the pool, having a welcoming grill around the pool area, and erecting a tent.  A tentative 
schedule was discussed as well as having more round table topics, bringing in individuals from DEP 
and/or EPA, and working down in the ranks. 
 
o. APWA North American Snow Conference – Veselka reported he and his committee would be 
meeting with National at the CT Convention Center to establish planning process.  Anyone attending the 
2015 NA Snow Conference should let him know, as National will have a booth for the Chapter and 
supply materials.  Cost is $1600 for air and hotel.  Goober asked if the Chapter had a financial 
responsibility and Veselka said the cost would be $30,000, not out of the Chapter treasury and he would 
be working with the Sponsorship Committee. McNeil asked if it was a money maker and Veselka 
responded that they are encouraging sponsors to participate.  Monahan asked if we could reach out to 
National sponsors or just NEC.  Stinson said usually not.  The NEC should reach out to Allstate Salt and 
Eastern Salt.  He also said to think seriously about manning the booth at the 2015 Snow Conference. 
 
On a motion by Hadley/Riccio it was approved to keep the Spring Conference Ticket price at $80.00. 
 
The above consent items were approved on a motion by Riccio/Webb. 
 
4. Action on items removed from the Consent Agenda 
 
Merson talked about the “Stormy Awards” and the small cash payment that went to the three winners, out 
of 14 received submissions.  Winners will present at the NEWWA Conference in Worcester on April 1-2, 
2015.  McNeil said EPA would be talking at the MMA Conference in Boston re: Stormwater Budget, 
letting everyone know what they should be expecting.  He then mentioned a webinar with Brad Patterson 
(National) and the info NE provided regarding Public Works “fallen”, and how the individual was 
recognized.  Perry said she had a chance to listen and that Benevento did a great job and recommended 
everyone to go on the web page to see it.  Lastly, he mentioned that the NEC had hosted a group from 
Pakistan and that one of the women on her return was a member of the emergency response team that 
responded to the school bombings in Pakistan.  Monahan said she would like to keep up a dialogue with 
these women, on a level without politics and religion.  Also as an FYI, the International Collaborative is 
now called the NE Global Solutions, chaired by Monahan. 
 
5. Other Business and Correspondence 
  
 a. No report. 



 

 b. Piacentini reported that she and Benevento reviewed the Strategic Planning and a full 
Committee meeting would be happening in the next couple of weeks.  Piacentini, Connors, Barber and 
Ciancarelli have continued to work on the new web page and will reach out to the videographer to review 
the PSA video to determine what’s missing. 
 c. YP’s - No report 
 d. Merson hoping to establish a new member mentoring outreach program for new PWD 
employees, not just the YP’s. 
 
 There was then a discussion regarding the Chapter’s finances.  Perry said we have a tough 
challenge especially with hosting the 2016 Snow Conference.  A meeting of the Finance Committee has 
been set up for February 2nd in Woburn.  Hadley asked if the membership fee was set up by National, and 
Stinson responded yes. 
 Perry then mentioned the interest in an Accreditation Workshop, especially for the folks in the 
NH/VT areas and maybe a site location could be set up for Burlington or NH.  Discussion continued 
regarding location and fee and possibly tying it in with the May EC Board Meeting.  Webb mentioned the 
White River Junction area as a location and equal distance for those interested.  Merson asked if NY 
might be interested and Stinson said he would check with Region II Director Harry Weed.   
On a motion by Webb/Perry, it was approved to have the May EC Board Meeting in the NW Passage, 
whether there was an accreditation workshop or not. 
 
 Connors asked about the August /September EC Board Meetings.  Congress is late this year, so 
would the EC Board Meeting on Sept. 1st in Phoenix, be credited as the August or September meeting?  It 
was decided by the EC Board that it would count as the September mtg., and we would forgo an August 
Meeting. 
 
11. Future Meetings and Agenda Items 
 March 18, 2015– O’Connor’s Restaurant – Worcester, MA 
 April 14, 2015 - Spring Conference - Marriott Hotel, Windsor, CT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned on a motion by McNeil/Webb. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jaqui Connors 
Secretary-Treasurer 


